The implementation of quarantines in an attempt to control the global spread of the coronavirus has forced many petrochemical refiners and producers to revise their schedules for plant maintenance and turnarounds due to slumping demand and lack of manpower. SABIC moved the turnaround of its Olefins 6 cracker in Wilton, UK from Apr 2020 to a later date while PBF Energy postponed maintenance work for its plant in Chalmette, LA, US, from 1Q 2020 to 3Q or 4Q 2020 and for the fluid catalytic cracking (FCC) unit at its refinery in Toledo, OH until at least the second week of Apr 2020. Other producers, including those in Europe, could extend their maintenance schedules, lower operating rates, or even resort to force majeure to prevent losses in 2Q 2020. The status of production, operating rates, maintenances and turnarounds varies in polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polystyrene (PS), and polypropylene (PP) plants in Latin America and the US. Other companies such as ExxonMobil and Celanese are running their facilities at normal rates but have plans in place for general operations.
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